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NEW YORK — Seminarians lead a eucharistic procession as it passes Radio City Music Hall in New York City October 11,
2022. The procession, which followed mass at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church and travelled a mile-long route through
Midtown Manhattan, concluded at St. Patrick's Cathedral. Story page 6. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

WASHINGTON — (Photo left) A replica of a statue of a
chimera, or gargoyle, from Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris. .
Story page 10. (CNS photo/Mark Zimmermann, Catholic
Standard)

OTTAWA — Reverend Peter Noteboom, Canadian Council
of Churches general secretary believes its argument to strike
down the Safe Third Country Agreement with the United
States has been heard by the Supreme Court of Canada.
Story page 8. (Catholic Register photo)
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New FreemanThe
Conscience rights battle continues
despite Bill C-230 defeat
By SUSAN KORAH
Catholic Register Special

OTTAWA — Bill C-230 — which aimed to
enhance the rights of medical personnel who
refuse to participate in medically assisted death
for reasons of conscience — has died in the
House of Commons, but its supporters vow
to keep up the fight for the rights of physi-
cians and patients.

“The need for conscience rights has not
ended,” said Alex Schadenberg, executive di-
rector of Euthanasia Prevention Coalition,
which has gained 16,500 online signatures on
a petition in support of the bill.

“Conscience rights are fundamental
freedoms that are protected by Section 2 of
Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
With the implementation of killing by eutha-
nasia in Canada, conscience rights have been
undermined under the guise of a supposed
‘right’ to access MAiD (medical assistance
in dying).”

A private member’s bill sponsored by Con-
servative MP Kelly Block, Bill C-230 would
have amended the Criminal Code of Canada
to make it an offence to intimidate a medical
practitioner, nurse practitioner, pharmacist or
other health-care professional into taking part,
directly or indirectly, in the provision of MAiD.
It was also intended to make it an offence to
fire or to refuse to hire any health-care worker
whose conscience does not allow them to take
part in providing a medically assisted death.

Bill C-230 died a premature death at its sec-
ond reading Oct. 5 when nearly every Lib-
eral, NDP and Bloc Québécois MP were
among the 208 votes against it. Most of the
Conservatives, including leader Pierre
Poilievre, were among the 115 that voted in
favour of Ms. Block’s bill.

“Our focus will now have to be on provin-
cial legislation,” Schadenberg said. “Manitoba
is the only province that currently guarantees
conscience rights protections for medical
practitioners. We need to lobby the other
provinces.”

He explained that each province has a
MAiD delivery program that doesn’t neces-
sarily undermine conscience rights, but the
reality is that medical practitioners continue
to be pressured to participate in MAiD.

“Many physicians — including some I know
personally — are leaving Ontario to practice
in Manitoba or even in the U.S. where it’s not
difficult to transfer their licences. Some are

retiring earlier than they planned because of
lack of protection of conscience rights. On-
tario, which already has a shortage of doc-
tors, is facing a crisis.”

Ms. Block expressed a similar concern in a
statement she released after the bill’s defeat.

“There is a growing concern among many
medical professionals, regardless of whether
they support the practice or not, that they
may be forced to participate in MAiD due to
the expanding eligibility. This is doubly con-
cerning to those professionals who may feel
obligated to provide it, even if they do not
believe it is in a particular patient’s best inter-
est based on their knowledge of the patient’s
medical history,” she said.

Mr. Schadenberg pointed out that the bill,
if it had become law, would have protected
the rights of patients as well.

“If I am a patient, going through a particu-
larly difficult time, I would need to be reas-
sured that I can have a doctor who would
not kill me, has the same values as I do and
will do his best to help me through this cri-
sis,” he said. “Both the Canadian Medical As-
sociation and the Ontario Medical Associa-
tion support their members in exercising their
freedom of conscience rights. Many religions
do not agree with this practice, so profes-
sionals should be allowed to choose without
fear of being hauled before a tribunal if they
refuse to provide assisted dying services.”

He added that a federal law would have pro-
tected these rights through the criminal code,
but provincial legislation can do that as well,
since health care is under provincial jurisdic-
tion.

Other organizations have also expressed
deep concern that MAiD legislation would
open the door to unnecessary assisted sui-
cides and close it for other options for se-
verely suffering patients.

The Coalition for Healthcare and Conscience
promotes the rights of health-care profession-
als to refuse assisted dying services, as well
as the rights of patients to seek other options.
A note on its website says: “We need to en-
sure that there are health-care professionals
who will work hard to give patients hope and
alternatives to lethal injection.”

Mr. Schadenberg remains confident con-
science rights will one day be granted to dis-
senting health-care professionals.

“Our work has not ended,” he concluded.
“Conscience rights will someday be re-
spected.” §
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Pope announces a second session for Synod of Bishops assembly
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Saying he did not want
to rush the process of discerning how the
Holy Spirit is calling the church to grow in
"synodality," Pope Francis announced that the
next assembly of the Synod of Bishops would
take place in two sessions.

The synod assembly, with mostly bishops
as voting members, will meet October 4-29,
2023, as previously announced, the pope said,
but the assembly will have a second session
in October 2024 as well.

Pope Francis made the announcement Oc-
tober 16 at the end of his Angelus address.
He had met October 14 with the synod lead-
ership.

The pope and local bishops kicked off
the listening and discernment process for
the "synod on synodality" in October 2021,
and by November the synod secretariat is
expected to release a working document
for continental assemblies.

With 112 of the 114 bishops' conference
in the world having sent in a synthesis of
what emerged in the listening sessions in
their countries, Pope Francis said that "the
fruits of the synodal process underway are
many, but so that they might come to full
maturity, it is necessary not to be in a rush."

"To have a more relaxed period of dis-
cernment," the pope announced, "I have es-
tablished that this synodal assembly will
take place in two sessions" rather than the
one originally planned.

"I trust that this decision will promote
the understanding of synodality as a con-
stitutive dimension of the church and help
everyone to live it as the journey of brothers
and sisters who proclaim the joy of the Gos-
pel," Pope Francis told thousands of people
gathered in St. Peter's Square for the Sunday
Angelus prayer.

The website of the synod secretariat de-
scribes synodality as a style seen in the
church's life and mission that reflects its na-
ture as "the people of God journeying together
and gathering in assembly, summoned by the
Lord Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit to
proclaim the Gospel."

While it does not imply everyone has a vote
on issues facing the church, it does mean that
all the members of the church — ordained or
lay — have a responsibility to contribute to
the church's mission and to pray, offer sug-
gestions and join in discerning the voice of
the Holy Spirit.

A statement from the synod secretariat
October 16 said Pope Francis' decision to add
a second assembly "stems from the desire
that the theme of a 'synodal church,' be-
cause of its breadth and importance, might
be the subject of prolonged discernment not
only by the members of the synodal assem-
bly, but by the whole church."

Although it did not feature the same wide-
spread, grassroots listening sessions, the
deliberations of the Synod of Bishops on
challenges and joys facing families also met
in two sessions. First, Pope Francis con-
voked in 2014 an "extraordinary general
assembly" on "the pastoral challenges of the
family in the context of evangelization."
Then, using the 2014 gathering's final re-

port as an outline, the ordinary general as-
sembly of the Synod of Bishops met in 2015
to look at "the vocation and mission of the
family in the church and contemporary
world."

Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, then secre-
tary-general of the synod, wrote to bish-
ops' conferences at the time explaining that,
"the two synodal assemblies, sharing the
same topic of the family, become part of a
single synodal process, which includes not
only the two celebrative phases but also the
intervening time between synods, a time to
reflect on the reaction to the first synod
and to make a thorough theological exami-
nation of the church's pastoral activity in light
of the succeeding one."§

Vatican II and the synod: openness
to Spirit brings harmony, official says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Growth toward be-
coming a "synodal church," one in which all
the baptized accept and share responsibility
for their unity and mission, can get messy,
and that should not frighten people, said one
of the undersecretaries of the Synod of Bish-
ops.

"What we see with the synod is that the
church is learning to face, to name and to be
with the tensions, the polarities, the diversity"
found among Catholics within parishes and
across the globe, "and not just sweep them
under the carpet," said Xavière Missionary
Sister Nathalie Becquart.

The process for the Synod of Bishops, like
the sessions of the Second Vatican Council,
is marked by theological, cultural and practi-
cal differences, she said, but she is confident
that by listening to the Holy Spirit, listening to
each other and being patient, consensus will
prevail as it did at Vatican II.

Sr. Becquart spoke to Catholic News Serv-
ice October 14, just before she and the syn-
od's top leadership had a private meeting with
Pope Francis.

The meeting came three days after the pope
celebrated a Mass marking the 60th anniver-
sary of the opening of the council and pleaded
with Catholics to resist the temptations of di-
vision, "quarrels, gossip and disputes."

Synodality is the way forward, Sr. Becquart
said, pointing to Pope Francis' explanation in
the book Let Us Dream:

"We need a respectful, mutual listening, free

of ideology and predetermined agendas. The
aim is not to reach agreement by means of a
contest between opposing positions, but to
journey together to seek God's will, allowing
differences to harmonize. Most important of
all is the synodal spirit: to meet each other
with respect and trust, to believe in our shared
unity and to receive the new thing that the
Spirit wishes to reveal to us."

Before the end of October, the synod of-
fice will release its Document for the Conti-
nental Phase of the synod, echoing the themes
that emerged from all the national syntheses
of synod listening sessions and the contribu-
tions of religious orders, Catholic movements,
Vatican dicasteries and nuncios from around
the world.

"It's a working document," Sr. Becquart
said. People who participated in the listening
sessions will be asked to read it, pray about it
and share their reactions with their national
synod coordinators. Then bishops, priests,
religious and laity representing the church in
their country will meet with representatives
from other countries in their region to dis-
cuss what "resonates" with them or what they
believe is missing.

The idea, she said, is that the synod is not
just a one-way process from the grassroots
up to the "top," which would be the assembly
of the Synod of Bishops in October 2023 and
the assembly's recommendations to the pope.
Rather, the process is "circular," because a
key part of "synodal ecclesiology that comes
from Vatican II" sees an "intrinsic link be-
tween the local churches and the universal

(continued on page 7)
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Christian communities:
reaching beyond ourselves

A parish is an interesting place. It is made up of all kinds of
people who come from the various ages and stages in life. Some
are veterans of the faith others are just beginning their life and
journey. Some hold a deep commitment to the Catholic faith and
have held it for years. Others are quite tentative in their faith or
even somewhat reluctant to hold it. Still others have been away
for some time and are just returning to the practice of their faith
and are both uncertain and anxious about how to do this and how
they will be greeted.

What every one of us has in common is that we belong to an
amazing community of Catholic Christians who share a common
faith and common values. Sure, there are differences in views
among us and each of us can see life and faith differently. But
beyond our personal differences we do hold common basic val-
ues. These basic values mark every Christian. They come to us
from the message and the mission of Jesus expressed in the Good
News, the Gospels. In fact, these values, this way of life is Jesus’
way of expressing something that is shared by all humanity, for
God gives life and love to all humanity.

This unity of all humanity, no matter who we are or where we
are was recognized in the Second Vatican Council. One of its docu-
ments expressed this aspect of our Catholic faith explicitly. The
words of The Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern
World express the foundation of our call to value, serve and re-
spect all of humanity with openness, love and care.

There is a growing interdependence among people today which
is based on the many technological advances that are obvious to
everyone. But this interdependence reaches its perfection only in
growing human relationships, not merely scientific ones.

For God, we believe, desires that all people become one family
with love for God and neighbour as the basis.

Because of Jesus’ prayer “that all
may be one as we are one,” new ho-
rizons are  now opened for us, im-
plying that we will reach our true
destiny only by pursuing such oneness with each other.  (Pas-
toral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World #23-4,  in
Bill Huebsch (Vatican II in Plain English: The Constitutions  1997)

This is the ground for the outreach in which each of us as
Christians and that our parish as a Christian community are called
to engage. We find it expressed in the Gospel in the double com-
mandment of Jesus: You must love the Lord your God with all
your heart,... and your neighbour as yourself. Jesus goes on to pro-
vide an example of this openness that is our call with the story of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:27-37). In doing so, Jesus reveals a God
who treats all humanity with the same love, compassion and justice,
no matter how great or insignificant (Luke 18:1-8).

One of the principal elements of the Christian community is its
engagement in outreach, for outreach is action that acknowledges
our oneness with and love for each and every human being. It
expresses a basic value of our Christian community and also of
our humanity — to care for one another.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Complaints, coupled with inaction, are poison, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Complaints without any desire to do anything
about the situation are poison, Pope Francis said.

Complaining can be "a poison to the soul, a poison to life" and
"almost a sin" when it prevents people from building and strengthen-
ing "the desire to move forward," he said during his weekly general
audience in St. Peter's Square October 12.

The pope continued his series of talks about discernment by re-
flecting on the role of desire in discovering what one truly wants or
needs in his or her life.

Desire, he said, "is the compass to understand where I am and
where I am going," and it can indicate whether a person has just
given up and is "standing still."

It is important to be able to recognize sincere desire, which is not a
momentary craving, but is something that "knows how to touch deeply
the chords of our being, which is why it is not extinguished in the
face of difficulties or setbacks," he said.

"It is like when we are thirsty: if we do not find something to drink,
we do not give up; on the contrary, the yearning increasingly occu-
pies our thoughts and actions, until we become willing to make any
sacrifice in order to quench it," he added. "Desire makes you strong,

it makes you courageous, it makes you keep going forward, because
you want to arrive" at that goal.

A sincere desire is what helps people embark on "a successful,
coherent and lasting project," he said.

(continued on page 5)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis greets the crowd during his
general audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican October
12, 2022. (CNS photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane, Reuters)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.October 21, 2022 Page 5

In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Celebrating 50 years of ordination
Fifty years ago, on an overcast, cold, fall day in the gymnasium of

the local public high school, I was ordained to the priesthood. Beyond
the grey sky, another thing marked the event. This was a tender sea-
son for my family and me. Both our parents had died (and died young)
within a year and a half just prior to this and we were still somewhat
fragile of heart. In that setting, I was ordained a priest.

Within the few words allowed in a short column, what do I most
want to say as I mark the fiftieth anniversary of that day?  I will
borrow from the novelist Morris West, who begins his autobiography
this way: When you reach the age of seventy-five, there should only
be three phrases left in your vocabulary, thank you, thank you, and
thank you! I just turned seventy-five and reflecting on fifty years of
priesthood, many thoughts and feelings come to mind; life, after all,
has its seasons. However, the feeling that overrides all others is that
of gratitude, thank you, thank you, and thank you! Thank you to
God, to grace, to the church, to my family, to the Oblates, to the
many friends who have loved and supported me, to the wonderful
schools I have taught in, and to the thousands of people I have en-
countered in those fifty years of ministry.

My initial call to the priesthood and the Oblate congregation was
not the stuff of romance. I didn’t enter religious life and the seminary
because I was attracted to it. The opposite. This was not what I
wanted. But, I felt called, strongly and clearly, and at the tender age of
seventeen made the decision to enter religious life. Today, people may
well raise questions about the wisdom and freedom of such a deci-
sion at age seventeen, but looking back all these years later, I can
honestly say that this is the clearest, purest, and most unselfish deci-
sion that I have yet made in my life. I have no regrets. I wouldn’t
have chosen this life except for a strong call that I initially tried to
resist; and, knowing myself as I do, it is by far the most life-giving

choice that I possibly could have made. I
say this because, knowing myself and
knowing my wounds, I know too that I
would not have been nearly as generative
(nor as happy) in any other state in life. I
nurse some deep wounds, not moral ones, but wounds of the heart,
and those very wounds have been, thanks to the grace of God, a
source of fruitfulness in my ministry.

Moreover, I have been blessed in the ministries that have been as-
signed to me. As a seminarian, I dreamed of being a parish priest, but
that was never to be. Immediately after ordination, I was sent to do
graduate studies in theology and then taught theology at various semi-
naries and theology schools for most of these fifty years, save for
twelve years that I served as a provincial superior of my local Oblate
community and on the Oblate General Council in Rome. I loved teach-
ing! I was meant to be a religious teacher and religious writer and so
my ministry, all of it, has been very satisfying. My hope is that it has
been generative for others.

In addition, I have been blessed by the Oblate communities within
which I lived. My ministry usually had me living in larger Oblate
communities and through these fifty years, I estimate that I have lived
in community with well over three hundred different men. That’s a
rich experience. Moreover, I have always lived in healthy, robust,
caring, supportive, and intellectually challenging communities that gave
me the spiritual and human family I needed. There were tensions at
times, but those tensions were never not life giving. Religious com-
munity is unique, sui generis. It isn’t family in the emotional or psy-
chosexual sense, but family that is rooted in something deeper than
biology and attraction - faith.

There have been struggles of course, not least with the emotional
issues around celibacy and living inside a loneliness which (as Father
Thomas Merton once said) God, himself, condemned. It is not good
for someone to be alone! It is here too where my Oblate religious
community has been an anchor. Vowed celibacy can be lived and can
be fruitful, though not without community support.

Let me end with a comment that I once heard from a priest who
was celebrating his eighty-fifth birthday and his sixtieth anniversary
of ordination. Asked how he felt about it all, he said, “It wasn’t al-
ways easy! There were some bitter, lonely times. Everyone in my
ordination class left the priesthood, every one of them, and I was
tempted too. But I stayed and, now, looking back after sixty years,
I’m pretty happy with the way my life turned out!”

That sums up my feelings too after fifty years — I’m pretty happy
with the way it has turned out — and deeply, deeply grateful.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
Modifying a popular saying, Pope Francis said the road to hell is

paved with good intentions and no action.
"The era in which we live seems to promote the maximum freedom

of choice, but at the same time it atrophies desire," the pope said.
"We are bombarded by a thousand proposals, projects, possibili-

ties, which risk distracting us and not allowing us to calmly evaluate
what we really want," he said. For example, people who stare at their
telephone, always "turned outward, toward the other," always living
in the moment and never stopping to think about what they yearn for.
"Desire cannot grow in this way."

But, the pope said, "by engaging in dialogue with the Lord, we learn
to understand what we truly want from life."

That is why Jesus engages with the paralytic by the pool, who has
been waiting for years for healing, but is not proactive and only grum-
bles, the pope said.

"Beware, because complaints are a poison," he said, and they stop
"the desire to go forward" from growing.

People must pray and get in touch with their deepest desire to know
what they want from their lives, the pope said.

Ask God to "help us know our deepest desire, that God himself has
placed in our heart," he said, and "perhaps the Lord will give us the
strength to make it come true."

"Because he, too, has a great desire for us: to make us share in his
fullness of life," Pope Francis said.§

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

Complaints, coupled with inaction
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www.carletonfuneralhome.ca
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Eucharistic procession takes Christ,
his Gospel through Manhattan's streets
The Catholic News Service

NEW YORK — A eucharistic procession through Midtown Man-
hattan October 11, the mass that preceded it and the adoration that
followed fittingly marked the 60th anniversary of the opening of the
Second Vatican Council "in a particularly eucharistic way," said Fa-
ther Roger Landry.

The council was "convened in order to reinvigorate the church's
mission to sanctify the world and bring Christ and his Gospel even to
those corners considered most forlorn," said the priest.

He was the main celebrant and homilist for the mass, celebrated at
the Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the New York borough of

Manhattan.
"The fathers of Vatican II repeatedly declared that Jesus in the holy

Eucharist is the source and summit, root and centre of the Christian
life and of everything the church does," Fr. Landry said in his homily.

"All the main teachings of the council — on the primacy of the
word of God, on the universal call to holiness, on authentic Christian
humanism, on the vocation of the laity, on religious freedom and on
relations with other religions — can all be looked at through a eucha-
ristic lens," he said.

A eucharistic procession takes Jesus Christ "out into the world he
redeemed," he said. It proclaims Jesus, "by our joyful witness, de-
vout prayers and enthusiastic singing to be really, truly and substan-
tially among us," and invites others "to join us in following him who is
the way," he continued.

"Our world needs Jesus Christ just as much as ever and as Catho-
lics we cannot keep the treasure of our eucharistic Lord within our
churches and tabernacles. The love of Christ, and the love of others,

compels us to bring him out and share him," added Father Landry,
who is a chaplain at Columbia University.

After the early evening mass, the eucharistic procession of priests,
seminarians, women religious and laypeople travelled a mile-long route
through Midtown Manhattan. Father Landry processed holding a
monstrance containing the Blessed Sacrament, as did Father Sean
Suckiel, pastor of Holy Family Church in the New York borough of
Queens.

The procession concluded at St. Patrick's Cathedral, where New
York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan led Benediction.

The liturgical events were affiliated with the Napa Institute's Princi-
pled Entrepreneurship Conference taking place in New York City
October 11-12. The Busch School of Business at The Catholic Uni-
versity of America in Washington was a conference sponsor.

In his homily, Fr. Landry noted that the day's eucharistic events
also were taking place within the context of the three-year National
Eucharistic Revival of the Catholic Church in the United States.

The U.S. bishops planned the revival "to stimulate greater eucharis-
tic knowledge, faith, amazement, love, life and mission," he said, add-
ing that "there are various important parts of the revival."

"One is to help all Catholics better understand and live the Mass.
Another is greater eucharistic discipleship, shown in a particular way
by spending time with Jesus in eucharistic adoration," he said.

"A third is eucharistic charity, as we imitate Jesus in giving our
body and blood, our time, money and talents, out of love for those
Jesus loves," Fr. Landry said. "And a fourth is a more ardent eucha-
ristic apostolate, in which we infectiously share our eucharistic faith
with others."

Launched June 19, the feast of Corpus Christi, the revival is a
three-year initiative of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to
revitalize Catholics' understanding of and love for the Real Presence
in the Eucharist.

"Today we take the Lord out to what St. John Paul II famously
called the 'capital of the world,'" Fr. Landry said about the procession
to follow through Manhattan's streets. "We accompany him, just like
the apostles, the disciples and huge crowds used to accompany him
as he journeyed to preach, teach, heal, forgive, feed and save."

"In those tightly packed Middle Eastern crowds, some would just
bump into him unchanged," he explained, "but others would reach
out to touch him with faith, like the woman with a hemorrhage for 12
years," who was cured after touching the edge of Christ's cloak.

"Others, like Zacchaeus, would climb trees to see him," Father
Landry added. "Others, hearing Christ was passing by, would cry out
from the side of the road, 'Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!'"§

NEW YORK — New York City police officers ride scooters as
they escort a eucharistic procession in New York City October
11, 2022. The procession, which followed mass at Sacred Heart
of Jesus Church and traveled a mile-long route through Midtown
Manhattan, concluded at St. Patrick's Cathedral, where New
York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan led Benediction. The liturgical
events were affiliated with the Napa Institute's Principled
Entrepreneurship Conference taking place in New York City
October 11-12. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)
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(continued from page 3)
churches" and aims to deepen that relationship.

In the document for the continental phase, the synod office is returning
results to the local level, checking that they were heard and asking them to
broaden their reflection with people in neighbouring countries.

The Synod of Bishops and, especially, the vision of "synodality" is
one of "the fruits of Vatican II," she said, but they are also paths that
can help the church and its members receive and experience some of
the key insights of the council.

Sr. Becquart pointed particularly to how, with all the Catholic bish-
ops of the entire world gathered in Rome in four sessions from 1962
to 1965, the council was the most concrete experience ever of the
church being universal. And its focus on the church as "the people of
God" rather than primarily as an institution and its emphasis on the
dignity and responsibility of all the baptized are being rediscovered in
the synod process, she said.

And, she said, while the 16 documents approved by the council are
essential reading, people should not forget that for the participants, the
Second Vatican Council was "a human, spiritual and ecclesial experience,"
which is clear from the published diaries of so many of them.

The national reports indicate something similar was happening to many
of the people participating in the local listening sessions, she said.

As the process continues, bumps in the road are expected, she
said, because "it's a new way to relate to each other, a new kind of
communication and relationship dynamic in the church," particularly
between bishops and laity.

"It is, as we say, a work in progress."§

Vatican II and the synod

SAINT JOHN — On October 7, 2022, Father David Fulton (right),
pastor of St. Barbara’s Parish, Minto completed his 20th yearly
pilgrimage from Grand Bay-Westfield to the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John.  Annually, he walks
33km, the age of Jesus when he was crucified. This year he was
joined, at the beginning of his journey for several kilometres,
by his friend Father Martin Arputham HGN (left),  pastor of St.
John the Baptist Parish in Woodstock. (Submitted by Joan Tracy
Small)

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ROTHESAY — “The Church, in every age, is called to proclaim
anew, especially to young people, the beauty and abundance of grace
that are contained in the sacrament of marriage and in the family life
that flows from it.” Pope Francis said in the preface to Catechumenal
Itineraries for Married Life, published on June 15, 2022.

“What’s your marriage worth?” Ron and Joanne Arsenault,
facilitators of Worldwide Marriage Encounter ask. “A romantic din-
ner for two? A get-away weekend? or a Worldwide Marriage En-
counter weekend?”

The Arsenaults, longtime facilitators of Marriage Encounter week-
ends, are delighted to be hosting an event entitled Restore Communi-
cation on October 28-30 at the Villa Madonna Retreat House in
Rothesay.

These weekends challenge couples to make time for their marriage
by learning, “new ways to love, listen, and share with each other.”

The Arsneaults firmly believe in the mission of Marriage Encounter.
“During this critical time in the Church and society, Marriage and

Holy Orders are being challenged in so many ways,” they wrote in a
September letter to pastors and parishes. “We truly believe that World-
wide Marriage Encounter is a positive response to these challenges.”

A Marriage Encounter weekend offers couples, “tools to live their
Sacrament in loving relationship.” This is so essential in a world in
which couples are facing so many challenges.

“Marriage, as a vocation, calls you to steer a tiny boat — wave-
tossed yet sturdy, thanks to the reality of the sacrament — across a
sometimes stormy sea. How often do you want to say, or better, cry
out, like the apostles: “Teacher, do you not care that we are perish-
ing?” Pope Francis wrote in his 2021 letter to families marking the
Amoris Laetitia Family year.

Retreats such as Marriage Encounter support couples in these dif-
ficulties, helping them to heed the words of the Holy Father to “never
forget, though, that by virtue of the sacrament of matrimony, Jesus is
present in that boat; he is concerned for you and he remains at your
side amid the tempest.”

Apply now and look forward to a weekend of discovery and a
lifetime of ever deepening love. The next upcoming weekend is on
October 28, 29, and 30th at Villa Madonna in Rothesay. For more
information or to register contact Ron & Joanne Arsenault at (506)
451-8489 or email ron.joanne.arsenault@wwmw.org.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

Marriage encounter weekend
coming to the diocese
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Hope high that court will overturn refugee ruling
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — It will likely be months be-
fore refugee advocates, including the Cana-
dian Council of Churches, know whether they
have prevailed at the Supreme Court. But for
now, council general secretary Reverend Pe-
ter Noteboom is satisfied that the argument
to strike down the Safe Third Country Agree-
ment between the United States and Canada
has been heard.

“I prayed that our lawyers speak truth, that
their words drip with justice and that they are
persuasive,” Rev. Noteboom told The Catho-
lic Register the day after the October 6 hear-
ing before Canada’s highest court. “And I felt
they did that.”

At issue is whether the U.S. system of im-
migration courts and the Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) agency can be re-
lied on to give asylum seekers south of the
border a fair shake. Lawyers for the Cana-
dian Council of Churches, Amnesty Interna-
tional and the Canadian Council for Refugees
argued that whatever U.S. law says about the
rights of would-be refugees, the reality is that
asylum seekers are routinely incarcerated,
denied representation at perfunctory hearings
and often sent back to countries and situa-
tions where they face persecution and even
death.

Lawyers engaged by the three organizations

argued on behalf of eight refugee claimants
from Ethiopia, El Salvador and Syria — two
families and a lone individual.

“I thought it was compelling testimony on
all sides. It was really a fascinating hearing all
day,” Rev. Noteboom said.

The refugee lawyers were strongly chal-
lenged by a couple of the Supreme Court
judges.

“I must say I find the Federal Court judge’s
sweeping aside of the entire system of immi-
gration appeals and the assessment of refu-
gee claims (in the United States) to be ex-
traordinary,” Justice Malcolm Rowe told the
room full of lawyers.

In 2020 Federal Court Justice Ann Marie
McDonald struck down the Safe Third Coun-
try Agreement as unconstitutional, finding that
the agreement exposed those asylum seekers
turned back at Canada’s official land border
crossings to a grave danger of detention and
refoulement — return to the country of ori-
gin. On the facts, Ms. McDonald found that
asylum seekers in the United States are “de-
tained without regard to their circumstances,
moral blameworthiness or their situations.”

Ms. McDonald’s ruling was overturned by
the Federal Appeals Court in 2021, leading
directly to the Supreme Court hearing.

Canadian courts generally do not sit in judg-
ment over other democratic countries’ legal
systems, affording them a broad benefit of
the doubt — a legal tradition known as “com-

ity.” Lawyers for the government relied heav-
ily on this tradition in arguing that the court
should not interfere in Canada’s international
relations.

“It’s an American legal system. When you
have a democracy like the United States, you
have to presume the foreign legal system is
fair and just. And if you want to displace that,
you have an uphill burden,” said the Crown’s
lawyer Marianne Zoric.

Whatever the outcome, the legal battle to
have all refugees on Canadian soil treated the
same — asylum seekers who arrive by air,
sea or at unofficial border crossings are not
subject to the Safe Third Country Agreement
— fits right in with a long tradition of
churches advocating for refugee rights, said
Rev. Noteboom.

“I think it’s a cyclical process, a spiral,” he
said. “We advocate in the way that our faith drives
us to advocate. The government responds —
the government, our elected officials — makes
adjustments and changes. And then we come at
it again. It’s an ongoing process.”

While churches are better known for the
welcome they provide to privately sponsored
refugees, the entirely separate stream of asy-
lum seekers on Canadian soil are no less a
concern to the members of the Canadian
Council of Churches, Rev. Noteboom said.

“There is also the political advocacy and
refugee rights’ side, and I think the two go
hand-in-hand,” he said.§

Consistent ethic of life must go beyond traditional life issues, says Canadian Cardinal
By MICHELLE MARTIN
Catholic News Service

CHICAGO — Embracing a consistent ethic
of life must include working to create eco-
nomic and social systems that foster relation-

ships and build the common good, rather than
focusing only on what are seen as traditional
life issues such as abortion and euthanasia.

That was the message of Cardinal Michael
Czerny, a Canadian Jesuit, who is prefect of
the Vatican's Dicastery for Promoting Inte-
gral Human Development, during a recent
public lecture on Life, Solidarity and Frater-
nity: The Consistent Ethic of Life in Light of
'Fratelli Tutti' hosted by the Bernardin Center
at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago.

"The church is calling for a consistent ethic
of solidarity that aims at making sure no one,
from the first moment of life to natural death,
from the wealthiest community to our poor-
est neighbourhoods, is excluded from the ta-
ble of life," he said.

"Our church teaches that promoting the de-
velopment of human life, meaning in the full-
est sense the flourishing of human life in sal-
vation history, must be a multifaceted mis-
sion that protects and enhances life's sacred-

ness, its solidarity in which we are all sibling
offspring of God and its caring nurture of
our common good," he said.

"We call this integral human development,
the name of the dicastery in which I serve,"
he noted.

The failure to see humanity as one family
in which all the members have an obligation
to one another generates isolation, fear and
division, Cardinal Czerny said.

This has led to a situation in which people
see both the earth — our common home —
and other people as things to be used, rather
than cared for, he explained.

"Tragically, unjustly, and acting contrary to
life, the momentum of our age is against inte-
gral human development, against our divinely
appointed role to care for our common home,
against the sacredness of human life, against
human solidarity," he said.

"At its core, many of the contradictions that
(continued on page 9)

Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny
(CNS photo/Karen Callaway, Chicago Catholic)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.October 21, 2022 Page 9

Classic Memorials Inc.
Best Quality,Service & Prices!

Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541

Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.

then anything can be traded, and human trafficking is just one horri-
ble example," he said. "The market mindset shapes how human be-
ings understand themselves, their value and their worldview."

In such a social and economic system, poor people are seen "as the lazy
and the losers, further adding to their isolation and loneliness," he said.

This creates an "us vs. them" worldview, he said, which leads to grow-
ing nationalism and creates new forms of selfishness that can be har-
nessed in submission to political leaders "who feed on resentment."

People who claim to support the sanctity of life cannot ignore what
the current economic and social paradigm does to people, he said.

"Do not the shorter life spans and higher infant mortalities of those
in poverty cry to heaven for justice and mercy in the same way the
deaths of the unborn do?" he asked.

"Are not the indignities and mistreatment in the lives of those
marginalized and oppressed by the invisible hands of the market also
contrary to what we should perceive as the consistent ethic of life?"

In the end, a system built on individualism and pursuit of individual
profit ends up undermining whatever laws or limits it has, he said.

"When the culture itself is corrupt, and the objective truth and uni-
versally valid principles are no longer upheld, then laws can only be
seen as arbitrary impositions or obstacles to be avoided," Cardinal
Czerny said.

"A larger picture of what it means to be pro-life, of what we should
understand to be the consistent ethic of life, begins to become clearer,"
he said. "It is certainly not enough to simply oppose abortion and
euthanasia.

"Nor is it enough to recognize and tolerate the dignity of the lives of
all, even with a special tolerance for those who, unlike us, are
marginalized from the world."

"No," he said, "if Christ's garment is truly seamless and whole,
being genuinely pro-life requires accompanying, welcoming and join-
ing with others as sibling children of God, especially those who, be-
cause of their differences, are hardest for us to love."

"A consistent ethic of life
is also a consistent ethic of soli-
darity," he said.

In response to a question,
the cardinal said that when it
comes to people who seem to
buy into a market-driven, indi-
vidualistic system, it is not the
responsibility of individual
Catholics or Christians to
change their hearts and minds.

Rather, Catholics should
fulfill their own obligation to
stand with people on whatever
peripheries they can reach.

"I don't think you should
worry about your friends and
relations," the cardinal said. "But
you should worry about the
poor. Leave the rest to the Holy
Spirit."

Ms. Martin is a staff writer
at Chicago Catholic, newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Chicago.§

(continued from page 8)
our present ages pose for integral human development," he contin-
ued, "turn on erroneous understandings of the human person, a flawed
anthropology."

Catholic social teaching has been developed along this thread for
the past 130 years, since Pope Leo XIII's Rerum Novarum, consid-
ered the first social encyclical, he said. Pope Francis' encyclicals
Evangelii Gaudium (2013), Laudato Si' (2015) and Fratelli Tutti
(2020) build on the theme.

Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis' first encyclical, focuses on who
must do the work, Cardinal Czerny said. The answer is "an evangelizing
church," because a church that does not evangelize has no purpose.

Laudato Si', on Care for Our Common Home, answers the what:
People must care for the earth and for one another, in an "integral
ecology" that hears and addresses both the cry of the earth and the
cry of the poor, he said.

Fratelli Tutti addresses how to do that, Cardinal Czerny said. The
answer is by treating all people as brothers and sisters.

"When does a person fully experience his or her dignity as a crea-
ture lived by God and acknowledged by humankind? This happens
when a person reaches the existential point of freely and consciously
opting for the gift of self to others," he said.

"Because our present age militates against this Christian understand-
ing of the human person, it therefore also fails to promote authentic
human development, and instead pushes so many fake models, so
many deformations," the cardinal said.

"Pope Francis takes aim at the ideology where self-interest and
indifference are not only tolerated but justified and even invoked, and
solidarity is sidelined as an option and the common good is viewed as
an abstraction," he added.

This results in an unfettered marketplace, where even human be-
ings can be bought and sold, Cardinal Czerny said.

"If suppliers are willing to sell, and consumers are willing to buy,

Consistent ethic of life must go beyond traditional life issues
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Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris is 'monument of humanity'
By MARK ZIMMERMANN
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris is "a monu-
ment of humanity," French architect Philippe Villeneuve told a Wash-
ington audience.

He spoke during a recent program at the National Building Museum
on the project to restore the cathedral nearly three and a half years
after a calamitous fire engulfed its roof and collapsed the spire.

Mr. Villeneuve, the chief architect of historic monuments in charge
of the cathedral, was joined by his colleague Rémi Fromont, also a
chief architect of historic monuments there.

Their remarks were delivered in French and translated live into
English by Lindsay Cook, assistant teaching professor of architec-
tural history in the Department of Art History at Pennsylvania State
University. Their lecture was titled Notre-Dame de Paris: Restoring a
Legacy.

A February 2022 cover story in National Geographic magazine
noted that Mr. Villeneuve has led restoration efforts at Notre-Dame
Cathedral since 2013, work that became urgent after the April 2019
fire.

Mr. Villeneuve thanked those in the museum audience, saying:
"It is amazing to see, 6,000 kilometers away from Paris, the same
spirit that we ourselves have for Notre-Dame ourselves."

He noted that before the fire, Mr. Fromont and a colleague had
made the most complete hand-drawn survey of the roof to be
done, and it has proven invaluable in reconstructing the cathe-
dral's wooden roof framework. "He is responsible for the roof,"
he said of his colleague.

Mr. Villeneuve explained that a third French architect, Pascal
Prunet, has connected the cathedral with universities and groups
focusing on its components, its structure and its history, studying
its burned remains to better understand the cathedral as the resto-
ration work progresses.

"We are confident that the deadline of five years, introduced by
the French president, is still possible," he said.

France President Emmanuel Macron had set a goal for the ca-
thedral to be restored by 2024, the year Paris will host the Sum-
mer Olympics.

The French architects' lecture that evening was hosted by the
National Building Museum, where Notre-Dame de Paris: The Aug-
mented Exhibition was on display April 15-October 9.

The interactive high-tech exhibit provided an augmented reality
immersion into the 850-year history of the cathedral and its ongo-
ing restoration.

It covered the construction of Notre-Dame Cathedral, high-
lighted events there in the centuries that followed, and detailed its
restoration after the 2019 fire. From the laying of its foundation
stone in 1163, the building of the cathedral took nearly two centu-
ries.

In the lecture, Mr. Villeneuve pointed out some seeming mira-
cles in the aftermath of the fire, like the cathedral's famous statue
of Mary emerging largely unscathed, not far from piles of rubble
from the collapsed roof.

He noted that "not a single piece of stained glass was damaged
during the fire," but the windows were removed for cleaning. The
cathedral's famous sculptures of chimeras, or gargoyles, also were
not damaged.

And in a twist of fate, days before the fire, large statues of the
12 apostles had been removed from the base of the spire for res-
toration, so they escaped being damaged in the conflagration.

The cathedral's most famous relics —including the reported
crown of thorns worn by Jesus at his crucifixion, and the tunic of
King Louis IX, St. Louis — were carried out of the cathedral
during the fire and saved.

"The furnishings were also rescued," Mr. Villeneuve said, add-
ing, "The organ, in particular, was saved, thankfully. That said,
there was dust and ash from the fire, as well as lead dust, which
has needed to be cleaned."

The French architect described measures taken to stabilize the
cathedral, including shoring up the flying buttresses with wooden
centring to avoid structural collapse.

Mr. Fromont described how he and colleague Cédric Trentesaux
had made the detailed study of the cathedral's roof before the fire.
"These drawings were made entirely by hand. Our goal was to
draw everything we saw," he said.

After the fire, those drawings guided their restoration work, as
did other documentation on the roof, including by the carpentry
firm that constructed the 19th-century spire and made a small
model of it.

Mr. Fromont said the plan for the restoration of the roof and the
spire is to restore them just as they were before the fire.

The work "will largely be done by hand ... the way the
craftspeople working on the site work best is by working the way
artisans did in the 13th century, which is by hand."

And Mr. Fromont said they scoured oak forests throughout France
"for the best oaks to restore the roof framework and spire. ... They
are incredibly tall, straight and frankly perfect." New trees will be
planted to grow in their place, continuing the life cycle of forests, he
said.

In his closing remarks, Mr. Villeneuve said a copper rooster sculp-
ture that had been on top of the cathedral's spire was found after the
fire heavily damaged on the street below, and it will be replaced on the
new spire by a redesigned rooster sculpture.

"I think of it as a kind of phoenix," he said of the artwork that
perhaps symbolizes the ultimate rebirth of the restored Notre-Dame
Cathedral of Paris.

Mr. Zimmermann is editor of the Catholic Standard, newspaper of
the Archdiocese of Washington. §
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Obituaries

MOREHOUSE, FRANCES LILLIAN — Peacefully, at the Saint
John Regional Hospital, on Saturday, October 8th, 2022, Frances
Lillian Morehouse passed away at the age of 95. Born in Prince
Edward Island on April 16th, 1927, daughter of the late Peter and
Mary Gallant (nee Carrigan).

Beloved mother of Jim (Kathy), Linda (Jim), Jean (Dennis),
Carol (Bob), David (Rose), Kelly (Walt), Bev (Dennis), and Sue
(Gary).

Dear sister of Marion, Theresa, Edward, and Judy.
Frances will be deeply missed, and fondly remembered by her

19 grandchildren, 21 great grandchildren, four great great grand-
children, and many nieces and nephews.

Besides her parents, she was predeceased by her siblings Rita,
Reggie, Alfred, Carmie, Irene, Thelma, and Dorothy; her son Brian
Barton, and her grandson Gary Morton Jr.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John, where the
Funeral Liturgy was held. Interment to follow in Fernhill Cem-
etery, Saint John.

BITZ, Sister MARIE ANNE — Sister Marie Anne Bitz (Sister M.
Clarice) peacefully went Home to her God on October 9, 2022, at
Ruth Ross Residence in Saint John, New Brunswick. Born in
Regina, SK, on December 24, 1937, she was the daughter of the
late Frank and Angelina (Ell). She received her education in
Holdfast, SK and entered the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate
Conception on July 8, 1954.

Sr. Marie began her teaching ministry in 1959 in Winnipeg, MB,
and continued to Vancouver, BC , Saint John and Fredericton, NB
until 1978. She became the Religious Education Coordinator at St.
Dunstan’s Parish in Fredericton until 1986 and then appointed
Vocation Director for the Sisters of Charity until 1994. Later she
ministered in Spiritual and Religious Care at St. Joseph’s Hospital
in Saint John.

Sr. Marie was an “artist extraordinaire”. While she possessed
many and varied talents, such as teaching her students the intri-
cate art of crochet, her creativity especially shone as a painter and
gardener. She saw possibilities for both canvas and soil. Each of
her creations became colorful expressions of her love of nature
and her desire to provide enjoyment for others. At
 St. Joseph’s Hospital, she nurtured community spirit by encour-
aging the staff to make unique decorations and then decorate their
Christmas tree entry for the annual Festival of Trees. Their “Seeds
of Hope” tree was judged the most beautiful entry in 1996. Others
were “Hope for the Flowers”, Fan the Flame” and “Sound the
Trumpet”. In 2000, Sister Marie received the New Brunswick
Catholic Health Association Performance Citation Award.

Survived by her sister Gwendolyn Schmidt (North Vancouver, BC).
Predeceased by her parents Frank and Angelina (Ell) Bitz, sisters An-
gelica Schluchter and Monica Anklewich, and brother Charles.

A private Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Ruth Ross
Residence, Saint John, followed by a public graveside service at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery, Saint John.

NEILSEN, BETTE ANNE — Peacefully, after struggles with her
health, Bette Anne Nielsen (nee Hiltz) passed away in the morning
hours of October 11th, 2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital.
Born in Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, she was the beloved daughter
of the late Earl and Alma Hiltz (nee Zinck).

In addition to her husband Jack, she will be deeply missed by
her daughter Angela, and her granddaughters Madeline and Olivia.

Bette is survived by her siblings Joan (Don) Beattie, and Wayne
(Muriel) Hiltz of Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, and her niece Annette
Little of Oxford, Nova Scotia.

Besides her parents, she was predeceased by her siblings Brenda
Himmelman, Raymond Hiltz, and Douglas Hiltz (in infancy).

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial as be held at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Saint John. Interment in St. Wil-
liam’s Cemetery at a later date.

MCLEAN, RICHARD WILLIAM — It is with heavy hearts
that the family of Richard W. McLean, loving husband of Shirley
(Singleton) McLean, announces his passing which occurred on
Wednesday, October 12 in the Palliative Care Unit of the Saint
John Regional Hospital surrounded by his loving family.  Born in
Chelmsford, New Brunswick on September 13, 1943, he was the
son of the late William and Theresa (Walsh) McLean.

In addition to his wife Shirley of 58 years, Richard will be missed
by his children, Gary McLean (Cathy), Cathy Pollock (Andy) and
Keith McLean (Susan); his grandchildren Amanda (Pollock) Webber
(Matthew), Matthew Pollock, Cameron McLean, Braeden McLean
and Connor McLean; great-grandchildren Emma Webber and
Benjamin Webber. Richard is also survived by his siblings Alman
“Mac” McLean (Rita), Loran McLean (Jessie) and Jeanne Hamil-
ton (late Terry) as well as several nieces, nephews and cousins.

In addition to his parents, Richard was pre-deceased by his sis-
ters Eleanor Blacquier (late Reggie), Paula Gallie (Kenny) and
Joanne McLean, and his brother Joseph McLean (Linda).

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home,
Saint John. Funeral services took place at Our Lady of the As-
sumption Church, Saint John. Interment will take place at a later
date in the Miramichi.

SHAW, LEONA MARIE — It is with great sadness the family of
Leona Marie (Roy) Shaw, wife of the late Leslie Shaw, announce
her passing on October 13, 2022, at Rocmaura Nursing Home
surrounded by her family.  Born in Bathurst NB on December 28,
1933, she was a daughter of the late Benjamin and Albina
(Boudreau) Roy.  Leona was raised in Saint John, NB and was one
of seventeen children.

Leona is survived by and will be greatly missed by her daugh-
ters:  Ruth Ross (Art), Diane Hasselman (Ivan), Rose Eidt (Raoul):
son, Lester Shaw (Rhonda) of Guelph ON; brother, Ronald Roy
(Edna); 11 grandchildren:  Jacquelin, Michelle,  Robert, Bradley,
Christopher, Jason, Mindi, Jennifer, Kelly, Pauline, and Kenny;
and 22 great-grandchildren; several nieces and nephews; son-in-
law, Wayne Thibodeau; sisters-in-law: Lindy Lou Roy, Alice Roy,
and Shirley Shaw; along with longtime companion, Floyd
MacEachern.

In addition to her parents and husband, Leona was predeceased
by her oldest daughter Sandra Thibodeau; siblings, Eva, Regina
Margaret, Marianne, Hector, Stanley, Alfred, Benoit, Laurence, Pat
and Louis.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Funeral
Liturgy was celebrated in the Brenan’s Funeral Home Chapel, Saint
John.  Interment followed at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§
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MIRAMICHI — On Saturday, October 15th, a Rosary Rally was held in Miramichi at St. Michael’s Basilica, part of a campaign of
770 such rallies put on by the Canadian Society for the Defence of Christian Civilization.  The rally was led by Fathers Antonio
Reyes, Godwin Kalu SMMM, and Claude Daigle, and attended by approximately 45 people. The event began with a procession
towards the altar, with the statue of Our Lady of Fatima. Sandra McKay welcomed those present, and called attention to the prayer
intentions for this event, including the needs of Canada, and in reparation for the offences against God and the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. She also asked those assembled to call to mind those who had asked for their prayers. Following the praying of the
rosary, the litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Maximillan Kolbe’s Prayer of Total Consecration, and the Divine Praises were

recited. Then all those in
attendance joined the clergy in
a procession around the
interior of the church, with the
statue of Our Lady of
Fatima. (Individual names were
not provided; Shawn McCarthy
photo)

Saint John Christmas Exchange
The Saint John Christmas Exchange is a non-profit agency, coordinating with churches/agencies in

the Saint John area. Our goal is to provide food for Christmas dinner to those in need.
Our office opens Monday, November 14, 2022 and the last day for regis-

tration is Wednesday, December 9,2022 .We are asking individuals/ families,
to register early. Please contact the church to see when their registrations start.
You can register for Christmas Exchange  at only one place. Duplication of
registrations will result in delays.

Churches require current  Government  ID , for each household mem-
ber. The Exchange checks all those registered for duplication.

The church/ agency where you register provides for you, and will advise
when you can pick up your Gift Card or Basket. The Christmas Exchange
Organization does  not give  Gift Cards to individuals.

The Christmas Exchange does not take registrations.

Beth Roy, president, Saint John Community Christmas Exchange


